
PLANNING & ZBAMEETING MONDAY,FEBRUARY5, 2019
MEMBERSPRESENT: ZBA: CINDYKELLEN, BOBWESTFALL, SAMPRICE

PLANNING: KATHYCOLE, TOMMCGOVERN, KATHY
MANNIX, CLARAMULLIGAN, MICHAELMILES

ABSENT:       JEFFMULLIGAN (ZBA), DIANEATTEA (ZBA),  
RANDYKOZLOWSKI (PLANNING)  

OTHERS: COEBRIANGLISE, MRBENGINEERLANCEBRABANT,  
TOWNASSESSORTAMISNYDER

VISITORS: JANETMANKO, JUDYFALZOI, ANNE BRISTOL,  
KEVINLILLIS, BRUCEHOWLETT, SANDRAHOWLETT,  
WESALDRICH, JEREMIAHPAVEL

CLERK: KIMMCDOWELL

ZBA & PLANNINGBOARDMOTIONTOOPENTHEMEETINGWASMADEBYTOM,  
SECONDEDBYBOB. 

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – ABSENT
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

JEFFMULLIGAN – ABSENT
CINDYKELLEN- AYE
BOBWESTFALL- AYE
DIANEATTEA – ABSENT
SAMPRICE – AYE

CARRIED 8-0.    

KATHYCOLEMADEANANNOUNCEMENTTHATANYONEINATTENDANCEFROM
OAKOPENINGS, THISMEETINGISSTRICTLYAPUBLICHEARINGFOR
HELIOSSOLARPROJECTANDANYCOMPLAINTS/CONCERNSWILLNEEDTOBE
GIVENTOEITHERTHECODEDEPARTMENTORTHETOWNOFAVON.    

PLANNINGMOTIONTOAPPROVETHEMINUTESFROMTHEJANUARY8, 2019
MEETINGASPRESENTEDWASMADEBYTOM, SECONDEDBYMIKE. 

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – ABSENT
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – ABSTAIN
MICHAELMILES - AYE

CARRIED 4-0

ZBAMOTION TOAPPROVETHEMINUTESFROMTHENOVEMBER26, 2018
MEETINGASPRESENTEDWASMADEBYCINDY, SECONDEDBYSAM. 

JEFFMULLIGAN – ABSENT
CINDYKELLEN- AYE
BOBWESTFALL- AYE
DIANEATTEA – ABSENT
SAMPRICE – AYE

CARRIED 3-0



HELIOSENERGYNEWYORKLLCC/ORICHLANDRESOURCESLLC/500
ROCHESTERSTREET/TAXPARCEL#24.-2-3.1–SITEPLANREVIEWFORSOLAR
ARRAYFARM

Lancegaveabriefdescriptionoftheprocessthathastaken
placesofarforthisproject. Atlastmonth’smeetingaletter
wassenttoallinterestedpartiesstatingthePlanningBoard’s
intenttobeleadagency, todatetherehavebeennoobjections.  
OnFebruary11, 2019isthethirtydaydeadlineandatthattime
thePlanningBoardcantakeformalactiononthisproject. The
jointmeeting’spurposeistoholdconcurrentpublichearings
fortheSitePlan (PlanningBoard) andtheSpecialUsePermit
ZBA) applications.  TheZBABoardwillgivecommentstothe

PlanningBoardtonightandnextmonthwewillalsoholdajoint
meetingfordecisionsonbothapplications.       

MOTION TOOPEN THEPUBLICHEARING FORBOTHTHEZBA & PLANNING
BOARDSWASMADEBYBOB; SECONDEDBYMIKE. 

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – ABSENT
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

JEFFMULLIGAN – ABSENT
CINDYKELLEN- AYE
BOBWESTFALL- AYE
DIANEATTEA – ABSENT
SAMPRICE – AYE

CARRIED 8-0.    

PeterfromIngalls & AssociatestheCivilEngineersonthe
projectgaveabriefdescriptionforeveryonepresent. Thesolar
farmwillbelocatedonRochesterStreetonthebackhillwitha
sevenfootchainlinkfenceenclosureandwillhaveprivacy
slats.  Highestpossibleelevationofthepanelsis9feet, they
willrotatedependingonthesun’slocationthroughouttheday.  
Thereisagraveldrivewayforemergencyvehiclesandaccessto
thesolarfarm.  Thefiredepartmentwillbetrainedforany/all
emergencysituationsthatcouldpossiblytakeplace.  Theyare
leasingtheparcel, approximately70-80acres, thelease
boundarieshavenotyetbeenestablished. Thepanelswillcover
approximately20acresandtherewillbeabout4,500panels.  
TheyhavefollowedthesetbacksdictatedfromtheTownofAvon
SolarLawof200feetfromtheroadand100feetsidesetbacks.  
Therehasbeenaglareandanoisestudydone.  Thepanelsare
designedtoabsorbnotreflectthesunlight.  Anynoiseisfrom
theinvertorsandwillonlybeusedduringpeaksunlight.  The
invertorsarespringinvertorsandwillsoundthesameasa
refrigerator.  Therewillbeabout80invertors, oneperrow.  
TheShipoletterindicatedthereisnoeffectandprojectwill
notimpactthelandnegatively. Lancerequestedthatboth
studiesbeforwardedtotheTownofficeaswellastheShipo
letterforourfiles.  

Bobquestionedtheviabilityofthelandbeingused.  Bruce
statedtypicallyanythingbuiltinAvongoesonAGland.  The
mainwaytodetermineiflandisviableistodetermineifitis
profitabletothefarmer.   



Thisparcelhasnotbeenfarmedinover10years.  Brucestated
itishardforsomeoneotherthanafarmertodetermineifthe
landisviableanditisnotupto this Boardtomakethat
determination.  

Mikequestionedthedecommissioningportionoftheproject.  
LancesaidthattheTownwillholdtheBondandtheBondwill
haveavalueandaninflationpercentage.  TheBondwillhave
tobestampedandcertifiedbyalicenseprofessional, it
willincludetheequipment, removalofequipment, re-gradingof
thesite, andthereisusuallyalumpsum.  SomeTownsre-  
evaluatetheBondin5-10yearstomakesureitiscorrect.  
LanceisgoingtocomparethistootherTown’s – Mikewouldlike
toseethecomparisonswhendone.  Brucestatedthatoncethese
areremoved, thelandcangobacktofarmingland.  Lancealso
statedthatthedecommissionplanispartoftheapplication
processandbothBoardswillneedtoapprovethatplan.  

KathyColeaskedwhattheestimateoflifeonthepanelsis.   
Brucestateditis25yearsandtheywillchangethemoutwhen
thereisnewtechnologyandwhenitisprofitabletothe
company.     

ClaraaskedifAvonresidentswillstillbeabletotake
advantageofthepowertheyaregenerating.  Yes, thatis
stillpartoftheplan.  

Tamiaskedexactlywhatlotthissolarfarmwillencompass.   
Brucestateditwillbebehindthehouseontheproperty.  Tami
saidthetaxmapnumbersonsomeoftheformshasthree
differentnumbers.  ItisnotgoingacrossthestreetperBruce.    

Themaintenanceofthesolarfarmintheenclosureismowing
onceortwiceayear.  Brucewillbeplantingpollinator-  
friendlyspeciesintheareaandanoutsidecompanywillbein
controlofthemaintenance.  Lancewouldlikeasitespecific
maintenanceplannotageneralone.    

Lancehasn’tgivenacommentlettertoHeliosyet, wasplanning
todosoaftertonight’smeeting.  

KathyColeaskediftherewasanycommentsfromanyofthe
visitors.  

Visitor, JudyFalzoistatedthattherewillbeglareduetothe
factthatthestems/frameworkismetalandthatisreflective.  
ShealsostatedtheLivingstonCountyPlanningBoardgavea
negativeresponsebasedonthefarmlandprotectionthatnothing
pertainstoprimesoilsinAvon.  JudyfeelstheSolarLawisa
badlawanditalsogoesagainsttheComprehensivePlanfor
Avon.  ShefeelsthattheBoardsarenotknowledgeableenoughto
approvethisinourTown.  ShouldalsorefertoAG & Markets
aboutthedecommissionplan.  ShefeelstheresidentsofAvon
shouldbeinformedofthisprojectthantheyare.  Shealso
questionedifthisisprimesoilnowwillitstillbeprimesoil
whenitisremoved.  Judydoesn’tapproveoftheprojectright
now.  

Visitor, JanetMankoagreeswithJudy.  Feelspanelsarenot
madeproperly, theyaremadeinChinaandhavetoxicelementsin
them.  Boardneedstodomoreresearchandbecomemore
knowledgeableonthistopicbeforemakingthishugedecision.   



Tomaskedifthepanelshavedarkorshinyframing. Peterstated
theyareblackandthesetypesofpanelsarenearairportsas
wellsothereisnoglare.  

Cindyaskedwhypanelsare4feetofftheground, isitfor
mowingpurposes.  Ifyouhavea7footfenceandthepanelsare
9feethighthantheywillbevisibletosomeneighbors.  

Judywantedtomakesureemergencypersonnelwillbetrainedfor
thistypeoffire/emergencysituation. Helioswillbetraining
andthesolarfarmwillbemonitored24/7andtheywillbeable
totellifsomethinggoeswrongimmediatelyandwillbeableto
addressitquickly.  Theywillalsobeprovidingalltraining
andequipmentforthefiredepartmenttofightthesefiresif
thereeverisone. Judywantedtoknowwhowouldbeinchargeof
gettingoutthedeadanimalsinsidetheenclosureandwho
willcheckhowtheydied.  

KathyMannixaskedwiththeamountofsnowwegetwillthatsit
onthepanels.  Thepanelsactuallymoveandshacktogetsnow
offthepanels.    

Tomlikesthissiteplanbecausethepanelsareinonelocation.  
Hehasseenwheretheyareputtingpanelsontelephonepolesand
buildingsandheisnotinfavorofthat.  

Cindyaskediftheycouldputupsomekindofstakesontheland
fortheBoardmemberstochecktoseewhereitwillbeexactly
Lancesuggesteddoingrenderingdrawingsoftheareaand
differentperspectivesforthisparticularproject.   

BrucefeelsthatAvonhasrestrictionoftheseprojects.  He
feelsthatAvontaxeswillgodownwithsolarinthearea.   
PILOT’sarenegotiable.  

Janetfeelsthatweshouldhaveacommunitymeetingbecausethe
vastmajorityofresidentshavenoidea. TheTownneedstomake
anefforttodothisbeforevoting.  

MOTION TOCLOSETHEPUBLICHEARINGFORBOTHTHEZBA & PLANNING
BOARDSWASMADEBYBOB; SECONDEDBYCLARA. 

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – ABSENT
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

JEFFMULLIGAN – ABSENT
CINDYKELLEN- AYE
BOBWESTFALL- AYE
DIANEATTEA – ABSENT
SAMPRICE – AYE

CARRIED 8-0.    

LanceaskedwhatthecommentsfromtheZBAtothePlanningare.   
BobwonderediftheVillageisawareoftheprojectsinceitis
neartheVillageboundary.  Lancestatedtheyarenotwithinthe
distancewearenotrequiredtoprovideinformationbutthe
Villageisawareofthisproject.     



Sincetherewerenoothercomments, KathythankedMr. & Mrs.  
HowlettandPeterforcomingtonight.    

JEREMIAHPAVEL, C/OWESLYALDRICH/2120SACKETTROAD/TAXPARCEL
34.17-1-1.2-CONCEPTSITEPLANREVIEWFORMOTORVEHICLESSALES

KathyColeaskedMr. Pavel togiveusanoverviewofwhathe
wouldliketodoattheproperty. Hehasdecidedtousethebay
allthewaytotheleft.  Hechosethisonebecauseithasthree
sides withexistingfirewallsoneachsideandthereis no
structureoneitherside.  Thisisalsotheonlyopenbay
available.  Anystoredcarswillbeinthebayandhewillbe
usingtheofficenearthefront.  Therewillbenohazardous
materialsinthebay.    

Kathyaskedifthereisfireandsmokedetectorsinthe
buildings.  Thereare4apartmentswithfireextinguishersand
thereissomehardwiredalarmsinthelobby.    

Thebaycanstoreupto6carsandhemayhavetwocarsoutside
unlessheismovingthingsaroundorcleaningthebay.  They
wouldnotbeoutsidepermanently.    

Kathystatedthatinhisstatementofoperationshehashours
from8AM – 8PMsevendaysaweekandthatseemsveryexcessive.   
Mr. Pavelstatedthatthisbusinesswillbebyappointmentonly
andhewouldnotbeworkingthosehoursbutwantedtohavethe
availabilityofthosehoursjustincase.    

Lancestatedheneedsmoreofadetailedsiteplanandstatement
ofoperations.    

TheBoardhasdecidedthatthisfallsintotheallowableuseof
professionalofficeanddoesnotrequireaspecialusepermit.   
Brian’sinterpretationthatneedsaspecialusepermitstates
salesandservice, thisisactuallyjustsaleswhichdoesn’t
requireaspecialusepermit.    

Lancealsosuggestedpossiblygettinglettersofsupportfor
neighbors.    

Nextstepwouldbetogetasurveymapwithdetailsfornext
meetingandpossibleforapproval.  

thMr. PavelneedstogettheinformationtoKimbyFebruary19
thfortheMarch5 meeting.  



ZBA & PLANNINGBOARDMOTION TOCLOSE THEMEETINGWASMADE BY
SAM, SECONDEDBYTOM. 

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – ABSENT
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

JEFFMULLIGAN – ABSENT
CINDYKELLEN- AYE
BOBWESTFALL- AYE
DIANEATTEA – ABSENT
SAMPRICE – AYE

CARRIED 8-0.    

MEETINGCLOSED.   


