
PLANNINGBOARDMEETING TUESDAY,OCTOBER2, 2018
MEMBERSPRESENT: CLARAMULLIGAN, KATHYMANNIX, KATHYCOLE,   

MICHAELMILES, TOMMCGOVERN, RANDYKOZLOWSKI

VISITORS: BRIANGLISE, LANCEBRABANT, BROOKEMAYER,  
TOMGUZEK, BRUCE & SANDYHOWLETT, PETER
YETTO

CLERK: KIMMCDOWELL

MOTION TOOPENTHEMEETINGWASMADEBYKATHYCOLE, SECONDEDBY
MIKE

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
DAVESHARMAN – ABSENT
RANDYKOZLOWSKI – AYE
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

CARRIED 6-0.  

MOTIONTOAPPROVETHEMINUTESFROMTHESEPTEMBER17, 2018
JOINTMEETINGASPRESENTEDWASMADEBYRANDY, SECONDEDBYMIKE.  

KATHLEENCOLE -AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- ABSTAIN
DAVESHARMAN – ABSENT
RANDYKOZLOWSKI - AYE
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

CARRIED 5-0

HELIOSENERGYNEWYORKLLCC/ORICHLANDRESOURCESLLC/500
ROCHESTERSTREET/TAXPARCEL#24.-2-3.1–SITEPLANREVIEWFORSOLAR
ARRAYFARM

Mr. TomGuzek, ManagingGeneralPartnerofHeliosEnergyajoint
venturegroupthatisdevelopingthisproject, introduced
himself.  Theprojectisbasedonthesolarlawthatwas
recentlyadopted.  HealsointroducedPeterYetto, Ingalls
Associatesthecivilengineers (notelectricalengineers) which
havedonethegeneraldesignforthisproject.   Theyare
currentlydevelopinganumberofsolarprojectsinUpstateNew
YorkprimarilybetweenBuffaloandAlbany.    

Theprojectislocatedon1112EastRiverRoadinAvon.  Itisa
4megawattACproject, 5.657DC.  TheyarebuiltatDClevel
becauseitisproducedatDClevelthenitisconvertedtoAC.  
ThisprojectisfeedingtheEastGolasubstationthatis
requiringanupgradebytheState.  NationalGridistheutility
company.    

Communitysolarhasbeeninplacesince2015andallowsforthe
developmentof5megawattprojectsonasingleparcel.  They
willbeinterconnectedtotheutilityandissoldintothe
communityforuseasanalternativetobrownenergy.  Itwill
serviceapproximately1,600 - 1,700averageresidential
customers.   



PrimarilydesignedtosupplyenergytoSC1 & SC2
whichareclassifiedasresidentialandsmallbusinessesthat
arenothighdemand.  TheStatehasdeemedthisprojectforonly
non-demandcustomers. TheobjectiveoftheStateistohave50%  
ofitsrenewableenergyinplaceby2030.  Thatiswhythereis
somanyprojectsbeingdevelopedandsupportedbyNYSERDA.  

Mr. PeterYettodiscussedthesiteplan. Theprojectislocated
intheAGdistrictwhichallowsforaType2project.  Thereis
anexisting1,500footgraveldrivewayintothesitethatwill
beutilized.  Itisdesignedforemergenciesandmeetsfire
code. LookingfromRochesterStreetyouwillnotseeanypanels.  
Theywillbesurroundedby7ft. highfence.  NorthAvenuewill
bescreeningbutitishardtoseeduetonaturalvegetation.  
Thecoderequires400feetfrontsetbackand100footsideand
rearsetback.  

Totaldisturbanceforthisprojectisapproximatelyhalfan
acre.  TheNYSDECdoesn’tconstitutethisasdisturbance and
thestormwaterrequirementsarethegraveldriveway.  Thereare
afewwetlands onsiteandtheyarenotdisturbedatall,  
FederalWetlandsnotDECWetlands.  

Mr. Guzekstatedthereare2typesofsolarprojects, fixedtilt
project (panelsarelaidata24-26degreeangelthatstays
stationaryandfacessouth), andsingleaxistrackers (the
panelsfollowthesunandwhenthesungoesdownitgoesbackto
aflatpanel).  TheyaredrivenbytheDCpowerfromthepanels
themselves.   

KathyColestatedthesubstationseemstobefarfromthe
projectandwhatshehasreadtheywantthemtobeclosertothe
substations.  Mr. Guzekstated thefartheryouarefrom
substationthelesschanceyourprojectbecomesviable.  Itisa
4megawattduetoflickeringthatcanhappenfromanACsource
toaDCsourcecloudscancauseflickeringissues.  Theywill
haveastorageplatformwithbatteriesonsitetoreducethis.  

Thereisnoglareoffthepanelssincetheyaretinted.  They
wanttoabsorbtheenergyandnotreflectit.  Theglareis
minimumsincethepanelsaremoving.  Thepanelsdon’tfacethe
sundirectly.  Theyaresetata7degreeangelinthemorning
andwillfollowthesunduringtheday.    

Thelifespanoftheprojectforthepanelsandinvertersare
guaranteedfor25years, butweareanticipatingthistobea40
yearproject.  Thepanelsareimprovingandtheyarehopingto
justreplacethepanelswithhigherefficiencypanelswhen
needed.  

Tomaskedwhatthehighestpowerisfortheinvertors.  There
are80invertorstheACoutputis50KWAH.  Weuseasatellite
trackingplatformandtheyknowwhatisgoingonwiththepanels
everyday.  Weknowifaninvertorisgoingbadorifapanelis
notoperatingproperlytogetthemfixed.  Ifapanelhassnow
oriceonittheycanremotelyshakethepaneltoremovethat.    
Thepanelsare4.2feetfromthebase, topofpanelis9.8feet.   
Therewillbeabout50panelsperrow.  Herewasmuchdiscussion
onhowtheyactuallywork, arewired, andplacedonthesite.    



MikeaskedifLancecouldgothroughwhattheprocessisfor
Thisprojecttogetapprovedlookingatthecodeandsolarlaw.  
Mr. GuzeksaidthePlanningBoardwillneedtoapproveallthe
RequirementspertheSolarLaw.    

BruceHowlettwantstohaveapollinatorpacketbetweenrows
insteadofjustgreengrass. Theywillbeplanting, aneastern
pollinatormix, betweeneveryrow.  Theplantswillbeata
heightthattheystopgrowingandtheywouldbemowedoncea
year.   

Randyaskedifthedecommissioningplansareonfile.  Mr.   
Guzekstatedtheystillneedtofinalizethedecommissionplan
AndbondasstatedinourSolarLaw.  Thebondwouldbereviewed
everyyear.  Takingtheprojectdownisnotasexpensiveas
puttingitup.    

Lance, MRBEngineer, gavewhatinformationisstillneededto
getthisprojectapproved:  

1.SEQRprocessthisisan unlistedactionhoweverbasedon
beinginAGdistrict, Lancehasadifferentdefinitionof
disturbance.  Thisdisturbancethresholdclassifiesthisas
aType1actionandrequiringaFullEAF.  

2.SiteplanapprovalisneededforaSpecialUsePermitand
wecanpossiblycoordinateajointboardmeeting.  Both
Boardswithhavetoholdapublichearing.  

3.Lancehasdraftedascheduletogetthisapprovedandwill
distributetoHelios

4.Needclarificationfortheutilitycompany
5.NeedtoseeOperationsmanagementplan. Theyneedtobe

sitespecificforthisprojectnotagenericonefora
daily, monthly, yearlybasis.  

6.Decommissionplanneedstobeprovided
7.Needtoprovide theleaseagreementbetweenHeliosand

RichlandResources – theyareleasing37acresbutonly22
acreswillhavepanelsonit.  

8.MRBneedstogivestatements toHeliosonceitis
consideredacompleteapplicationandhasbeenreviewed.   

KathyColestatedthisisalargeprojectandourfirstofthis
Kind, soshewouldlikeittobeconsideredaType1.  Lance
describedwhataType1actionisbydefinitionfortheBoard’s
clarification.    

Brianalsostatedthattheywillneedtodeterminewhataddress
isthisgoingon.  Mr. Howlettstateditisnot1112EastRiver
Road – thatisjustthemailingaddress.  Needtofindoutwhat
NationalGridrequired.  

LanceandMr. Guzekhadadiscussiononhowthisprocessneeds
tomoveasquicklyaspossible, hopingtogetthisstarted
beforethegroundfreezes. Ittakesabout90-120daysto
completeconstructionoftheproject.  



Claraaskedhowthecommunitycanusetheenergyproduced.   
Mr. Guzekstatethereare2plans, oneisafixed20year
agreementatacertainrateandcanbetransferredtoanyoneif
youleaveNYSorifyoumoveinanyNYSzoneyoucantakeit
withyou.  Thereisalso10% discountimmediatelyandis
renewableevery2years.    

MOTIONTOCLOSETHEMEETINGWASMADEBYTOM; SECONDEDBYRANDY.  

KATHLEENCOLE –AYE
TOMMCGOVERN- AYE
DAVESHARMAN – ABSENT
RANDYKOZLOWSKI - AYE
KATHLEENMANNIX – AYE
CLARAMULLIGAN – AYE
MICHAELMILES - AYE

CARRIED 6-0.  

MEETINGCLOSED. 


