
WORKSHOPMEETING, TOWNOFAVON, MAY23, 2018 PAGE1

AWorkshopmeetingoftheTownofAvonwasheldonWednesday, May23, 2018at
4:30P.M. attheAvonOperaBlock/TownHall, 23GeneseeStreet, Avon, NewYork
14414, withthefollowingmemberspresent:  

PRESENT:  SupervisorDavidLeFeber, DeputySupervisorThomasMairs, Councilmen
MalachyCoyne, PaulDrozdziel, andJamesHarrington (arrivedat4:38PM)  

OTHERS:  KimberlyMcDowell, Clerk, LanceBrabant, MRBGroup, JimCampbell,  
TownAttorney, SolarCommitteeChairmanMichaelFroome, andCodeEnforcement
OfficerBrianGlise

VISITORS:   JanetMankoandJudithFalzoi

SupervisorLeFebercalledthemeetingtoorderat4:35P.M. ledthoseinattendanceinthe
PledgeofAllegianceandreadthefollowinglegalnotice:  

TownofAvonLegalNotice

ATownBoardworkshophasbeenscheduledtodiscusssolaranddraftlocallawT-2A- 
2018onWednesdaythe23rdofMayat4:30attheAvonTownHall/OperaBlock, 23

GeneseeStreet, Avon, NewYork.  

Dated:  May11, 2018
SharonM. Knight, MMC/RMCAvonTownClerk

DISCUSSION – DRAFTSOLARLAW

JimCampbellhandedeachBoardmemberthemostrecentdraftoftheLocalLaw
Entitled “AddingSolarEnergySystemsarticletotheCodeoftheTownofAvon”.  Lance
reviewedthisinformationandhasaddedthelighterunderlinedcommentsthroughoutas
well.  

SupervisorLeFeberaskedwhattherecommendedwaytoproceedthroughthedraftto
identifywhatareasneedtoberevisitedorshouldwegothroughitemsonebyone.  Jim
Campbellstatedthatthefirstdecisionshouldbeisthisthecorrectframeworkyouwantto
usemovingforward.  Theframeworkhasthreedifferentcategoriesroofmounted, ground
mountedandgroundmountedthatislargescaleforthirdpartyconsumption. Paulstated
thatwereallyonlyhavetwotypes – Type1:  roofmountedandType2: groundmounted.   
Davidsaidyesbutthereisathirdwhichismoreforcommercialsolarsystem.    

Boardneedstomakepolicydecisionsonwhereyoudo/don’twantsolardevelopment.   
Thereaftertalkaboutsetbacks, buffering, fencing, etc.  DeputySupervisorMairsaskedif
youwouldwanttoleavethosedecisionsuptotheplanningboard.  JimCampbellfeels
thatisnotagoodidea.  Youwanttoestablishabaselinethateveryonewillusefor
guidelinesforthedecisionmakingprocessforthefuture.    
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DISCUSSION – DRAFTSOLARLAW-continued

Sinceitisaspecialusepermit, thatwillfallintheplanningboardhandsbutyouneedto
setaparameterforsetbacks, buffering, fencing, etc.   JimCampbellsuggestedthatwe
givesomedesignguidelinesandthemorewelearnaboutsolartheymaychange. Jim
CampbellalsosuggestedoncewegetagoodworkingdraftgiveittothePlanningand
ZBABoard’sfortheirreviewaswell.      

SupervisorLeFeberdoesn’tfeelthatweshouldhaveanysolaronprimesoilinAvon.    
Lancestatedyoucandefinitelyputthatintothesolarlawandapplication, youcan
requiretheapplicanttoidentifytheprimesoilontheparceltheyareproposingtohave
thesolararrayon.      

Lengthydiscussiononexactlywhatpercentageoflandshouldbeallowedonaparcelthat
wantsasolararrayandalsowhatisconsideredprimesoil.  Manyparcelscanhavea
mixtureofprime/non-primesoil.  JimCampbellstatedthatweneedtounderstandthe
definitionsofwhatisconsideredprimefarmlandandfarmlandofstatewideimportance
beforedeterminingthepercentageforanapplicant.  SupervisorLeFeberstatedthatinthe
1920’sthecountydidasoilsurveythatisprettyaccurate.  Lancestatedthatyoumay
wantamapofAvonthatshowswheretheprimesoilislocatedtomakethat
determination.    

VisitorJudyFalzoistatedthatinSeneca, NYtheirsolarlawstatesanythingthathasbeen
farmedwithin5yearsandhavebenefitedfromthetaxexemptioncan’thaveanysolar
developmentonthatparcel.    

CouncilmanDrozdzielsuggestedthatweshouldtablethisdiscussionuntilwegetmaps
thatidentifyprimesoilinAvonsowecanmakeabetterdeterminationofthepercentage
wewanttoimpose.  

SupervisorLeFeberofferedtocontactBobStryker, LivingstonCountySoilandWater
ConservationDistrict, tocomeandmeetwithustodiscussandidentifytheprimesoilin
Avonwiththeresultfromthesurvey.  SupervisorLeFeberalsostatedthatTamiSnyder,  
TownofAvonAssessor, cantalktousabouttaxitems.   

SupervisorLeFebersuggestedthattherebeanotherworkingmeetingbeforetheregular
meetingonJune14, 2018, butwillmakeadeterminationatthenextTownBoardmeeting
onMay24, 2018.  

Additionalitemsfordiscussionatnextworkingmeetingare:  fence, drainage
consideration, decommission, securitybond, andglaredefinition.    
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DISCUSSION - DUMPDAYS

SupervisorLeFeberstatedthatweneedtomakechangestothecourtesypickuppolicy
andprocedures.  Duetoinsurance/liabilityweshouldalwaysuseTownequipmentfor
pickup.  Also, allitemsbeingpickedupneedtobecurbsideorendofdrivewayby9AM
ontheFridaybeforeDumpDay.  AllcallswillnowgetdirectedtoKimMcDowell.  Kim
willhavetheadeditedtoreflectthesechangesforallfuturedumpdays.  

OnmotionofDeputySupervisorMairs, secondedbyCouncilmanCoynethemeetingwas
adjournedat6:15P.M.  

Respectfullysubmittedby: _____________________________________  
KimberlyMcDowell, Clerk

SharonM. Knight, MMC/RMC


